PUBLIC / CYHOEDDUS

Al detectors — a statement on the use of Al
detection software in assessment at USW

Since the widespread emergence of Generative Al tools in 2023, several companies have attempted
to bring to market Al detectors. These tools attempt to check submitted work for Al generated
content. (2)

USW has chosen not to implement any Al detection tools at present. This is due to multiple
unresolved issues with Al detector tools that make them currently unsuitable for implementation.

Studies into Al detection software have shown that Al detectors:

- Are unable to distinguish between Al generated and human-generated content without an
unacceptably large number of false positives and false negatives. (1, 3, 4, 7)

- Are not transparent in how they determine a submission is Al generated and fail to provide
proof of Al generation when queried. (1, 4, 5)

This means there is a significant risk of incorrect accusations of cheating being made against
students, which could cause irreparable harm.

Additionally, Al detectors:

- Frequently flag more simple language as being Al generated when it is not. Not only does
this represent a bias against students whose first language is not English, it also runs counter
to our aspiration as a Higher Education provider to reduce barriers to access by encouraging
writing in language that is more direct and accessible. (1, 5, 6)

- Can have the unintended effect of prompting students who have not used Al to use Al. For
example, a student who writes directly and whose work is flagged as potentially written by
Al, may then seek to use Al to increase the complexity of their language so as not to get
flagged in future.

- Can flag software that is used genuinely by students as suspicious, for example, Grammarly.
(2,9)

- Are unable to keep up with the rapid development of Al and software designed to subvert Al
detection, for example, Undetectable Al. (1,10)

At present no tool has addressed these concerns and our position is reflected across the sector (8).

The USW Al in Curriculum and Assessment Working Group will review the available Al detector tools
on a termly basis and recommend any changes to the institution’s position.

USW takes assessment and academic integrity very seriously providing robust, authentic, meaningful
and fair assessments, whilst feedback is core to our organisational values and learning and teaching
strategy. The University’s position statement on Al can be viewed under Regulations for Taught
Courses.

We encourage any colleagues who may be concerned about the use of Al by students to engage with
the guidance provided on the Al Hub. Student guidance on the use of Al and academic integrity can
be found on LibGuides.


https://undetectable.ai/
https://registry.southwales.ac.uk/student-regulations/regulations-taught-courses/?_gl=1*1gyul6r*_ga*MjM1Mjc3MTQ2LjE2Mzg3OTA3NjY.*_ga_8PK6WKM5SZ*MTcwNzMwODg5My45LjEuMTcwNzMwODkwNi40Ny4wLjA.
https://registry.southwales.ac.uk/student-regulations/regulations-taught-courses/?_gl=1*1gyul6r*_ga*MjM1Mjc3MTQ2LjE2Mzg3OTA3NjY.*_ga_8PK6WKM5SZ*MTcwNzMwODg5My45LjEuMTcwNzMwODkwNi40Ny4wLjA.
https://celt.southwales.ac.uk/policy/artificial-intelligence-ai-in-curriculum-and-assessment-hub/#Guidance%20for%20academic%20colleagues
https://libguides.southwales.ac.uk/artificialintelligence
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Guidance links:
Regulations for Taught Courses: Regulations for Taught Courses | University of South Wales

USW Al Hub: https://celt.southwales.ac.uk/policy/artificial-intelligence-ai-in-curriculum-and-
assessment-hub/

LibGuides: Introduction - Artificial Intelligence at USW - LibGuides at University of South Wales
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